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Extraordinary claim 
calls for proof that's 
equally outstanding 
Editor, The Times: 

\\'hen I picked up my Tu~a\' 

evening Times (Jan. 6) and read th€· 
headline "We are not alone," 1 had to 
doubl.e check to see if a supermarket 
tabloid had been delivered by mistake. 

There are no cases (of· UFOs) that 
are simultaneously very reliable (report­
~ independently by a large num~r of 
wttnesses) and verv exotic (not explica­
ble in terms of reasonably postulated 

.. 

enomena) . I am awana of no reliable 
rts of strange machines landing and 

ng off. 
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lk\tted Pfes~ tnt•natlonlll. 1986 

There are abundant examples of 
cases where seemingly reliable witne!\ses 
mist?Ok military aerial refue-ling, rocket 
~a~ng sequences and rocket-propellant 
ventJng as UFO sightings. 
· Our own gove-rnment has lnv~tigatfld 

UFOs . . They dropped their invPStigdlion 
as fruitless. Cover-un? R~enr hi~tnl""V 

Japan Air Ll,.. pilot Kentyu Terauchl drww thla aketch of the largest flying obJeCt 

he saw over Ala•!ta la•t month. la the preea paying too much attention - or not 

enough? 

has . shown that the government is not Air Lines cargo jet crew Wh iCh sighteoa-

havmg much succec>!\ keeping its secrets very lurge waJnut-!haped flying object 

to itself. It could hardlv hope to succeed ov~r northPasten~ Alaska on Nov. 17, 

in keP in a li ~ ver-up oLtu.hl....,s-~lp:....9SI\ lt was d~ :"ibnd...a.r.d sl:.ct r bo..j ~ 

a ure. the pilot, Kenjyu Terauchi, as being at"-

. Extraordinary claims require extraor- least twice as larg~ as an aircraft carrier 

dmary proof. If 1 said I have~ ~oat in my in diameter. It wt:ts accompan;ed hy two 

back yard that's one thing, but if 1 said 1 smaiiPr craft. All the craft were lighted, 

have a unicorn • • • and they flew with the Japan Air jet for 
400 miles. The F AA flight controlJers 

-Martin Halght, Seattle involveod saw evidenc~ of the UFO 

sighting on radar. There was no available 

How come the storr f8ded? 
~have a q~ion regarding the mass 
~la. Why is there such news-media 
overkil1 in some areas and relative 
abstention in others? 

Don't get me wrong. I'm as eager as · 
the next person to read and hear about 
and see th~ top news of the day. If the 
n~ws consists of doctors, diagrams, 
d1agnoses, and endless discussions of the 
presid~nt's colon and prostate problems, 
so be 1t. If I'm expected to be fascinated 
for days about the contents of an 
athlete's urine, I'll go along. Countless 
pictures of Oliver North's distressed face 
when . he painfuJty but manfully invokes 
the Ftfth Amendment keep me apprised 
of what's going on in Washington, D.C., 
and 1 appreciate ir. 

But what or who is it that determines 
which subjects the media is going to 
jump on and beat to death and which 
subjects deserve little or no attention? It 
s~m~ to ~e rh~t a. news story of great 
magmtude 1s ~'"g tgnored right now by 
the mass med1a of the United States. This 
is the St {•Y)' that appeared in The Seattle 
Times on Dec. 31, 1986, about the Japan 

explanation of the incident. 

Frankly, I expected the pub1ic to be 
immediately inundated bv the news 
media with a myriad of details and 
interviews of aJJ involved. including 
pictures of pilot Tl'rauchi, his children, 
his neighbors, his distant relatives, plus 
his opinions on P.verything imaginablP, 
and reruns of all thP. UFO sightings since 
UFO sightings fir:;t landed in the news. 
lnst ead, thena ha~ been minimal cover­
age. I am puzzle<: that the n~ws media 
virtually ignona a story that could 
possibly have the ~eatest impact on our 
civilization since t1istory as we know it 
began. If the press is being denied access 
to this storv. then the facts of such denial 
should be reported 

Perhaps by the time you receive mv 
letter. the news media wilJ have gotten 
off th@ ground and the public will be 

better infonned on this subject. If thtngs 
go as usual, we may well be up to our 
go~gles in the storv. Meanwhile. ~ck to 
learning about VarJ1a turning those tiles. 

And how about somebody giving us 
another storv on the trials and tribula­
tions of Oklahoma's Brian Bosworth? 

- Joan H. !WcPbertton, Coupevllle 

Seattle, WA 
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